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Updated guidelines summary

Updated guidelines summary

Table 1 Updated guidelines summary

Section in guidelines

Snapshot - Page 4

Updates made

Expanded key funding round details (Table 2) to outline
permissible application types that can be submitted, and
the number of applications that can be led, by Regional
Organisation of Councils and Joint Organisations

Eligible Regional Organisation of
Councils and Joint Organisations
- Page 6

Added list of eligible Regional Organisation of Councils and
Joint Organisations that are permitted to apply under this
funding round

Eligible applicant requirements -
Page 9

Expanded eligible applicant requirements to include
Regional Organisation of Councils and Joint Organisations,
where one or more eligible councils are included in a
collaborative application

Eligible expenditure - Page 11

e Expanded the eligible expenditure list to include
hiring of new staff within councils, Regional
Organisation of Councils or Joint Organisations to
deliver specific projects

e Added a new ‘Capacity Building’ funding category
to Table 4 to support the hiring of new staff
members, increasing the total number of funding
categories under the round from 4 to 5

What the grants won'’t fund -
Page 13

Clarified that the grants won’t fund any portion of an
existing council, Regional Organisation of Councils or Joint
Organisations staff member’s salary

Assessment criteria - Page 14

Updated Value for money assessment criterion to reflect
additional information required for applications requesting
funding for new staff hire

Milestone payments - Page 22

Included a new milestone payments section for
applications that include new staff hire
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Introduction

Introduction

The NSW Government is taking action on climate change, while continuing to grow our
economy. That is why the NSW Government has committed to reaching net zero emissions by
2050 with a plan to achieve this by creating new jobs, reducing household costs and attracting
investment to New South Wales.

The transport sector is currently the state’s second largest source of carbon dioxide emissions
and is predicted to become the state’s leading source of emissions by 2029-30. It was
responsible for 22% of all NSW emissions in 2021 and 87% of these emissions were from road
transport. Half (48%) of the road transport emissions in 2022 came from passenger vehicles.
Reducing transport emissions is crucial to meeting our net zero target.

In June 2021, the NSW Government launched the NSW Electric Vehicle Strategy (the strategy)
to make New South Wales the easiest place to buy and operate an electric vehicle (EV) in
Australia. In 2022, the strategy was expanded to invest $10 million into public, kerbside EV
charging infrastructure. This infrastructure is to be delivered in residential areas where private
off-street parking is limited.

Local councils play a vital role in facilitating the rollout of this infrastructure. However, many
councils face internal capacity and resourcing challenges in supporting the rapid transition to
electric transport in New South Wales. Some of these challenges include engaging with
industry, assessing site selection proposals and planning submissions, and participating in
NSW Government EV charging infrastructure grant programs. The Council Capacity Building
Funding Round provides targeted financial assistance to eligible NSW councils to overcome
these barriers.

Purpose

These guidelines provide rules and guidance to applicants seeking funding through the
Council Capacity Building Funding Round. Applicants should read these guidelines with the
following resources:

e Council Capacity Building Funding Round frequently asked questions

e NSW Government EV kerbside charging grants website.
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Introduction

EV kerbside charging program objectives
The EV kerbside charging grants (the grants) aim to:

support the state’s goal of being the easiest place in Australia to own and operate an EV
increase EV charging options for EV drivers with limited or no access to off-street parking

support the needs of an increasing number of EV drivers and make the EV transition
process easier

test different kerbside charging technologies and commercial models to develop a
sustainable kerbside charging market

provide information and support on planning approval pathways for kerbside charging.

Council Capacity Building Funding Round objectives

This funding round aims to support eligible NSW councils to strengthen their capacity,

capability, systems and processes to achieve the following objectives:

accelerate the rollout of kerbside EV charging
participate in NSW Government EV charging programs
contribute to state net zero emissions reduction targets through transport electrification

overcome capacity and capability constraints related to resourcing, planning policy,
community engagement and other processes for kerbside EV charging.

Council Capacity Building Funding Round: Guidelines (Updated August 2026)



Introduction

Snapshot: Council Capacity Building Funding Round

Table 2 Key funding round details

Key details

Total grants available this funding
round

Maximum NSW Government funding
per eligible council across all
applications

Minimum NSW Government funding
request per application

Can applicants partner on a
collaborative grant application?

Can Regional Organisation of Councils
(ROC) and Joint Organisations (JO)
submit applications?

Can applicants submit multiple grant
applications, including both Individual
and collaborative grant applications?

Maximum project completion time
(from execution of approved funding
agreement)

$3,000,000 (ex GST)

$80,000 (ex GST)

$20,000 (ex GST)

Yes, provided that the combined total grant funding
requested does not exceed the $80,000 (ex GST)
allocation per eligible council.

Yes, eligible ROCs and JOs listed on page 6 may
submit a collaborative application provided that at
least one of the collaborating councils is:

¢ aneligible council in this funding round

e amember council of that ROC or JO.
ROCs and JOs do not receive their own $80,000
allocation. They can only apply through a
collaborative application with an eligible council.

Eligible councils may be the lead on a maximum of
one active individual application and one active
collaborative application at any given time. An
application is considered active until it is withdrawn,
deemed ineligible, or acquitted.

ROCs and JOs may lead multiple collaborative
applications.
120 business days

See page 8 for details on Maximum project
completion time details for applications that include
new staff hire.
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Introduction

Eligible councils

As the public charging network continues to grow, the kerbside charging needs of all local
government areas (LGA) in New South Wales are regularly assessed by the NSW Government.
The government considers factors such as population density, dwelling type, housing tenure,
vehicle ownership and future need for kerbside charging in its assessment and this has been
used to address public charging infrastructure gaps.

To overcome these infrastructure gaps, 37 councils are eligible under this funding round.
These councils are listed below:

Bayside Council Inner West Council
Blacktown City Council Ku-ring-gai Council

Blue Mountains City Council Lane Cove Council

Burwood Council Liverpool City Council
Camden Council Mosman Council
Campbelltown City Council North Sydney Council

City of Canada Bay Northern Beaches Council
City of Canterbury Bankstown Penrith City Council

City of Newcastle Queanbeyan-Palerang Regional Council
City of Parramatta Randwick City Council

City of Ryde Shellharbour City Council
City of Sydney Strathfield Council

City of Wollongong Sutherland Shire Council
Cumberland City Council The Hills Shire Council
Fairfield City Council Waverley Council

Georges River Council Willoughby City Council
Hawkesbury City Council Wollondilly Shire Council
Hornsby Shire Council Woollahra Municipal Council

Hunter’s Hill Council
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Eligible Regional Organisation of Councils (ROC)
and Joint Organisations (JO)

To further support the delivery of EV public charging infrastructure across New South Wales,
select Regional Organisations of Councils (ROC) and Joint Organisations (JO) are eligible to
apply under this funding round. ROCs and JOs provide strategic, planning and project delivery
support across multiple local government areas (LGASs) in their region, helping councils to
collaborate and access shared resources.

Eligible ROCs and JOs are not allocated an individual $80,000 funding allocation. Instead,
they must partner with an eligible council which contributes all or a portion of its funding
allocation towards a project led by the ROC or JO.

The ROCs and JOs included as eligible applicants under this funding round are:
Regional Organisation of Councils

e Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (NSROC)

e Southern Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (SSROC)

e Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (WSROC)
Joint Organisations

e Canberra Region Joint Organisation (CRJO)

e Hunter Joint Organisation (HJO)

e |llawarra Shoalhaven Joint Organisation (ISJO)

Council Capacity Building Funding Round: Guidelines (Updated August 2026)



Funding round details

Funding round details

Available funding

The NSW Government is making a total of $3 million available to eligible councils in this
funding round.

Each eligible council can request up to $80,000 (ex GST) across all applications, including any
collaborative applications it joins. Eligible applicants may:

e Apply for one or more projects within a single application (minimum request of $20,000 (ex
GST) per application). This condition is only applicable for an individual application
submission.

e Submit multiple applications during the round, provided the total funding requested does
not exceed $80,000 (ex GST) per eligible council.

e Resubmit previously unsuccessful projects later in the round if eligibility and assessment
criteria can be met.

e Collaborate with other eligible councils on a collaborative application. There is no limit on
the number of eligible councils that can participate, but each council must contribute part
of its $80,000 (ex GST) allocation to the project.

e Partner with ineligible councils on an application. An eligible council that partners only with
ineligible councils must submit an individual application.

Where the applicant is an eligible council, it may only be Lead Applicant on a maximum of one
active individual application and one active collaborative application at any given time.

Where the applicant is a Regional Organisation of Councils or Joint Organisation they:

e must partner with at least one member council of their organisation that is also an eligible
council under this funding round

e areonly permitted to submit collaborative applications
e are permitted to submit multiple collaborative applications at any given time.
An application is considered active until it is withdrawn, deemed ineligible, or acquitted.

This is a non-competitive funding round. Each eligible council can apply for up to $S80,000 (ex
GST) across one or more applications. The NSW Government may redistribute unclaimed funds
after applications close. Exact dates are published on the Council Capacity Building Funding

Round webpage.

Examples of eligible projects are provided in Table 4 of these grant guidelines.
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Round timeframes

Round timeframes

Table 3 Process details for the funding round

Note: These timeframes are subject to change at the NSW Government’s discretion at any
point during the application window.

Process Indicative timeframes throughout funding round Responsibility
Application window Application window open and close dates are The
published on the Council Capacity Building department/
Funding Round webpage applicant
Assessment of eligibility | 6 weeks from application submission The department

and assessment criteria

Notification of Within 8 weeks of application submission The department
application assessment
outcome
Funding agreement All funding offers, and any payment of funds, The department
will be conditional upon the execution of a
funding agreement with the NSW Government
Funding agreement Successful applicants are required to sign a Applicant
returned to NSW funding agreement with the NSW Government
Government by within 15 business days of receipt
applicant
Maximum project e 210 business days for applications Applicant
completion time after proposing new staff hire (including up to
execution date listed on 90 business days for recruitment of new
funding agreement staff and 120 business days for project
completion)

e 120 business days for all other projects

Milestone payments Milestones will be paid within 30 business days | The department
of acceptance of all required documentation

Grant acquittal Within 6 weeks of receipt of all required The department
assessment evidence as outlined in these guidelines
Notification of acquittal | Within 8 weeks of receipt of all required The department
assessment outcome evidence as outlined in these guidelines
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Round timeframes

Selection criteria

Eligible applicant requirements

To be eligible for funding, applicants must:
e Dbe either:

- aneligible council as defined under the Local Government Act 1993 and listed on page 5
of these guidelines

- an eligible Regional Organisation of Councils (ROC) or Joint Organisation (JO) as listed
on page 6 of these guidelines

e be an authorised representative of the eligible council or Regional Organisation of Councils
(ROC) or Joint Organisation (JO) representative

e have and provide the active Australian Business Number (ABN) of their organisation and
any other collaborating councils in the application

e hold the following insurances:
- $20 million public liability
- workers compensation.

A ROC or JO is only an eligible applicant if its application includes one or more eligible council
or councils that are also a member of their organisation. ROCs and JOs are not allocated an
individual $80,000 funding allocation. Instead, they must partner with an eligible council which
contributes all or a portion of its funding allocation towards a project led by the ROC or JO.

Eligible application requirements

Applicants are encouraged to submit multiple applications throughout the funding round,
provided the total funding requested does not exceed the $80,000 (ex GST) allocation per
eligible council.

Individual applications

Applications may be submitted by one eligible council, either alone or in partnership with a
third party or an ineligible council. If 2 or more eligible councils apply together, they must
submit a collaborative application. Individual applications may include one or more projects
provided the application meets the minimum funding request of $20,000 (ex GST) and does not
exceed the applying council’s total allocation of $S80,000 (ex GST) across all approved
applications for the funding round.
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Collaborative applications

Multiple eligible councils, under the Council Capacity Building Funding Round, can partner on a
collaborative application. A ROC or JO may lead a collaborative application by applying directly
through the funding round, where they are required to nominate funds committed by
collaborating councils in their application, supported through signed and uploaded letters of
commitment using the template provided on the Council Capacity Building Funding Round

webpage. There is no limit to the number of eligible councils that can partner on a collaborative
application provided:

e only one project is included per collaborative application
e alead Council, ROC or JO is identified in the application

e each collaborating council nominates all or a portion of their individual $80,000 (ex GST)
allocation towards the collaborative application

e no collaborating council exceeds its total allocation of $80,000 (ex GST) across all
approved applications for the funding round.

Letter of commitment
To be eligible for funding, applicants must provide a letter of commitment to delivering their
nominated project.

Applicants and collaborating councils must use the supplied letter of commitment template,
provided on the Council Capacity Building Funding Round webpage, and issue it on their

official organisation letterhead.

A letter of commitment must use the same project title and scope as the grant application. It
must confirm that an authorised delegate has endorsed the project, subject to grant funding
approval.

For collaborative applications, the Lead Applicant must provide a letter of commitment from
their own organisation and from each collaborating council.

Council Capacity Building Funding Round: Guidelines (Updated August 2026) 10


https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/business-and-industry/programs-grants-and-schemes/electric-vehicles/electric-vehicle-kerbside/council-round
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/business-and-industry/programs-grants-and-schemes/electric-vehicles/electric-vehicle-kerbside/council-round
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/business-and-industry/programs-grants-and-schemes/electric-vehicles/electric-vehicle-kerbside/council-round

Round timeframes

Eligible expenditure

To support councils in identifying suitable initiatives, the following is a non-exhaustive list of
eligible expenditure items:

e mapping and analysis tools to identify preferential EV charging site locations

e creation of educational and website content to promote EV initiatives and support
community uptake

* |egal fees associated with creating or updating licence agreements for contracts with
third-party EV installers

e staff training to upskill workers in EV-related activities
e hiring of new staff to deliver specific projects
e creating EV strategies or policies.

Applicants may propose projects not listed in Table 4 if they align with the program objectives
and funding categories. These projects will be assessed on a case-by-case basis in line with
the objectives of the program and funding round, and approval is at the discretion of the NSW
Government. The department’s decision on the eligibility and assessment criteria of proposed
expenditure will be final.

Projects must fall under one or more of the project categories outlined in Table 4, which
provides guidance on the types of initiatives that align with the program’s objectives.

For projects delivered by third parties, applicants must provide the required number of quotes
based on the project value, in alignment with their own council’s procurement policy. For
collaborative applications, the Lead Applicant must submit the number of quotes required
under their own procurement policy, and compliance must be demonstrated by providing the
relevant procurement policy for assessment.

For applications that include new staff hire, applicants must provide the rationale for the
employment band/salary that supports the proposed projects the hire will deliver and
demonstrate alignment with the Local Government Act 1993.

While co-contribution is not required, councils and ROCs or JOs are encouraged to contribute
cash or in-kind support to enhance project value.

Council Capacity Building Funding Round: Guidelines (Updated August 2026) 1



Round timeframes

Table 4 Example projects under each funding category of the funding round

Funding category | Example projects

Intended outcomes

Expert Advice e Engage consultants to identify |v" Improved ability to analyse EV
& optimal EV charging sites uptake trends
A 4 e Purchase or upgrade spatial v" Enhanced capacity to plan and
ﬂim data analysis software for EV support further kerbside EV
infrastructure planning charging rollout
e |Legal fees for licence v" Improved readiness for future
agreements with third-party EV NSW EV funding rounds
charging providers
Policy e Develop or update EV strategies | vV New or updated EV charging
Development and plans strategy, policy, or plan (e.g.,
e e Integrate EV charging into Electric Vehicle Charging
x O council strategic or Infrastructure (EVCI) rollout
{; engagement plans plan, transport greening plan)
v' Clear public EV charging
targets
Community e Develop and implement EV v" Increased community support
Engagement community engagement plans for EVs and public charging
o Create EV education and infrastructure
n awareness campaigns v" Published EV educational
:‘; o Enhance website content materials and engagement
related to EV charging outcomes
e Purchase tools for community | ¥ Established legal and
consultation on EV charging consultation frameworks for EV
sites charging projects
Capability e Staff training to support EV- v" Council staff equipped to
Building related activities and public deliver public EV charging
. charging initiatives initiatives
m e Consultant fees for bespoke EV
000 public charging support
Capacity Building | ¢ New staff hired to deliver v Manage projects to expedite the

Ca

eligible projects for council as
outlined on pages 11 and 12 of
these guidelines

roll out of public EV charging
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Round timeframes

What the grants won’t fund

The following items are ineligible for funding under this program:

e grant application costs

e any portion of an existing council, ROC or JO staff member’s salary

e any internal council costs’

e projects not related to public EV charging deployment

e projects which do not align with at least one of the funding round objectives

e the purchase of hardware, installation and operational costs incurred by council owning
and operating EV charging infrastructure

e internet and data costs including those of existing EVCI owned and operated by either
council or third parties

e energy costs including those of existing EVCI owned and operated by either council or third
parties

e maintenance costs including those of existing EVCI| owned and operated by either council
or third parties

e EV charging software fees

e council fleet vehicles or council staff exclusive use of EV charging facilities
e parking revenue lost due to the repurposing of parking spaces for EVCI

e projects started or completed prior to the launch date of this funding round

e projects where any portion of the project costs are being covered by other grant funding
including other New South Wales or Australian Government grants.

The NSW Government reserves the right to amend these guidelines at any time, including
eligible expenditure. Amended guidelines will be published on the NSW Government kerbside

charging grants website, with minor updates reflected on the programs FAQ webpage and

communicated to all applicants.

! Councils cannot use funding to cover the costs of project activities delivered by existing council staff
or internal resources, unless the proposed use of funding is for hire of a new staff member to deliver
projects.
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Round timeframes

Assessment criteria

Applications that meet the eligibility criteria will be assessed against a suite of indicators within the assessment criteria.

All indicators as listed in Table 5 below are required to be addressed against each project within the application.

Table 5 Assessment criterion details

Assessment criterion Indicators

1. Suitability

Assesses whether the proposed
project is well-defined, aligned
with the objectives of the Council
Capacity Building Funding Round,
and appropriate for strengthening
council capability in supporting
public EV charging.

2. Project delivery

Assesses whether the project can
be completed within the required
timeframe and whether the
council has adequate planning,
resources and processes in place.

Applicants must provide:
1.1 Clear and specific project objectives, deliverables and expected outcomes.

1.2 An outline of how the proposed project will deliver on one or more of the funding round
objectives:

o accelerate the rollout of kerbside EV charging
o participate in NSW Government EV charging programs
o contribute to state net zero emissions reduction targets through transport electrification

o overcome capacity and capability constraints related to resourcing, planning policy,
community engagement, and other processes for kerbside EV charging.

1.3 Arationale for the proposed project and any key council barriers the project will address.

Applicants must provide:
2.1
2.2 The proposed project management approach.

A project scope, plan, RFQs or similar evidence.

2.3 A description of project readiness and expected timeframes for delivery within 120 business
days (e.g. a schedule or Gantt chart).

Council Capacity Building Funding Round: Guidelines (Updated August 2026) 14



Round timeframes

Assessment criterion Indicators

2.3.1 For applications that intend to hire new staff, applicants are required to provide
indicative timeframes to hire staff and to have them onboarded within 90 business days

2.4 ldentification of key risks and proposed mitigation strategies (e.g., a risk matrix).

3. Value for money Applicants must provide:

Assesses whether the funding 3.1 A clear and itemised project budget.

request represents efficient and 3.2 A rationale for the selected service providers or proposed new staff hire
effective use of public funds. 3.2.1 For service providers, applicants must include quotes/tender outcome.

3.2.2 For new staff hire, applicants must provide the rationale for employment band/salary
that is commensurate with the value of the proposed projects the hire will deliver and
demonstrate alignment with the Local Government Act 1993. For projects that hire new
staff, applicants are required to provide a position description of intended staff hire and
rationale for employment contract length.

3.3 A rationale for why NSW Government funding is needed.

4. Collaborative projects Applicants must demonstrate:

Assesses the effectiveness, 4.1 Defined roles, responsibilities and decision-making processes, supported by evidence such
governance and scalability of as governance charts, working group structures, steering committees or memorandums of
collaborative projects involving understanding (MOUs).

multiple eligible councils. 4.2 How the collaboration will support improved outcomes beyond what could be achieved

through individual projects.

(This criterion is only applicable
4.3 How the collaborative model may be scaled or replicated across other councils in future.

for collaborative projects).
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How to apply

How to apply

1. Read the grant guidelines

e Familiarise yourself with the grant program requirements to determine if you are
eligible.

2. Visit the funding round webpage

e Read the information about the grant program and the Council Capacity Building
Funding Round frequently asked questions.

3. Complete and submit your application by the closing date and time

e To apply, visit the NSW Government’s Grant Management System (GMS) using the
SmartyGrants Platform.
Instructions for how to use the GMS will be provided immediately after logging into
the platform.

e Answer all questions in the application portal and attach all relevant pages or sections
for supporting evidence for your application.

e After you submit the application, the system will email you confirmation.

In-round application form modifications

Applicants may ask the EV Kerbside Charging team to reopen an application during the
application period. The department will consider the request only if assessment has not
started. They can submit a request to reopen their application form to the EV Kerbside
Charging team at kerbside.charging@dcceew.nsw.gov.au

Changes to applications are not allowed once assessment has started.

Late applications or applications that do not meet the requirements of these guidelines will not
be considered.

Applications must be received by 5 pm Australian Eastern Standard Time (AEST) on the
closing date. Exact dates are published on the Council Capacity Building Funding Round

webpage.
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How to apply

Applicants must:
e answer all questions and declarations in the application form

e attach or provide links to copies of plans/reports referred to in your application. Attach
only relevant pages or sections, not reports in their entirety

e provide a letter of commitment for the project when submitting the application.

Applications must satisfy the grant criteria and by submitting an application, applicants accept
the conditions outlined in these guidelines.

Family charging their EV at the kerbside in Sydney. Photo: Jessica Lindsay/DCCEEW
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Assessment and approval process

Assessment and approval process

The department will assess applications as they are received with timelines for assessment
outlined in Table 6.

Applications are assessed on:
e the ability to meet all eligibility criteria
e the ability to meet all assessment criteria as described in Table 5.

The assessment criteria for this funding round are non-competitive. Each eligible application
will be assessed individually against the specified assessment criteria on a rolling, pass/fail
basis, without reference to the comparative assessment of other applications.

To achieve a pass, an application must clearly demonstrate that it meets all eligibility
requirements and adequately addresses each of the assessment criteria.

The department will advise applicants if all or part of a proposed project is not approved for
funding.

An overview of the assessment and approval process is outlined as follows.

Table 6 Overview of each assessment stage

Assessment stage Process description

Application e Applicants submit their proposals through the GMS.
submission

Applications must be complete and include all required
information to be considered.

Eligibility ¢ Aninitial check to ensure no eligibility issues are apparent within
assessment the application.

e Applications must request a minimum of $20,000 (ex GST) in
NSW Government funding in each application.

e The department may ask applicants to clarify or provide
additional information during this stage of the assessment
process.

e Applicants must provide the requested information within 10
business days of the request to ensure their application is
assessed within the round.

¢ Applicants who are unable to provide the requested information
within the stipulated timeframe risk having their application
assessed as unsuccessful.

e Applications that meet the eligibility criteria will proceed to the
next stage of assessment.
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Assessment and approval process

Assessment stage Process description

Assessment
criteria

Assessment Panel
Chairperson and
department
approval

Applicant
notification

Funding
agreement
execution

Publication of
grants information

Eligible applications will be assessed against the assessment
criteria listed in Table 5. The department may ask applicants to
clarify or provide additional information during this stage of the
assessment process.

Applicants must provide the requested information within 10
business days after the department requests it.

Applicants who are unable to provide the requested information
within the stipulated timeframe risk an unsuccessful
assessment.

The Chairperson reviews the assessment outcome and
recommends applications for approval.

This recommendation is then considered by the decision maker
(Program Manager/Director, Transport Electrification). Their
decision is subject to available funding, and the department’s
decision is final.

The department will inform all applicants and collaborating
councils (where applicable) of the outcome within 8 weeks from
application submission.

Successful applicants will receive a funding agreement, while
unsuccessful applicants will be provided an opportunity to
request feedback by emailing the team at
kerbside.charging@dcceew.nsw.gov.au

If a project in an application is unsuccessful, even after clarifying
information has been provided, applicants may resubmit the
same project later in the round if the eligibility and assessment
criteria can be subsequently met.

Successful applicants must sign a funding agreement with the
department within 15 business days.

The execution of the funding agreement marks the beginning of
the projects’ 120 business day delivery window (except for a
project that includes staff hire as the funding request). See page
8 for timeframe expectations for this expenditure.

All awarded grants will be published on the NSW Government Grants

Finder website within 45 calendar days after the funding agreement is

executed and countersigned.
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Assessment and approval process

START HERE:
Applicant submits their application

through the GMS.
J

Initial eligibility check is carried out.

!

X " N Yes Applicant to supply
Is more information required? . . .
additional information
1 No within 10 business days.

Eligible applications are assessed against
assessment criteria.

l Yes Applicant to supply
[ Is more information required? J—. additional information
within 10 business days.

No

Application panel chairperson reviews the
assessment outcome and recommends
applications for approval.

l

Recommendation is considered by the
decision maker for approval.

|

The department will inform all applicants
and Collaborating Councils (where
applicable) of the outcomes — whether
approved or not — within 8 weeks of

application submission.

Applicants may resubmit
l a project later in the
[ Is the application approved? No round if eligibility and

assessment criteria can
be met.

Yes

Applicant must sign funding agreement

with the department within 15 business
days of receipt.

The execution of the funding agreement
marks the beginning of the projects’ 120
business day delivery window (except for a
project that includes staff hire as the
funding request). See page 8 for
timeframes for this expenditure.

|

All awarded grants will be published on the
NSW Government Grants Finder website
within 45 calendar days of funding
agreement execution.

Figure 1 Assessment and approval process
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Assessment and approval process

Governance and probity

The program follows the integrity, trust, service and accountability principles in the NSW
Government Grants Administration Guide. The department has appointed an external probity

adviser to monitor the funding round and help ensure a fair and equitable process.
The principles of governance and probity include:

* Impartiality and fairness: All applicants will have an equitable opportunity to access and
respond to information.

e Accountability and transparency: The process will be systematic and transparent, with all
applications assessed against the assessment criteria.

e Confidentiality: All applicant information, including intellectual property and proprietary
issues, will be kept confidential and secure.

e Conflict of interest management: Conflicts of interest must be identified and managed as
soon as they arise. All staff and advisers involved are required to declare their interests.

EV kerbside charging in Wollongong. Photo: Jeremy Park/DCCEEW
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Milestone payments and reporting requirements

Milestone payments and reporting

requirements

Milestone payments (non-staff hire)

Each approved application will receive 2 milestone payments. The final grant value and
milestone payments will be detailed in each funding agreement that is established between

the NSW Government and the successful grantee. Indicative milestones are shown in Table 7.

Table 7 Indicative milestone payments

Milestone Description

Nominal funding
percentage

1 Signing of funding agreement.

2 All components of the project have been completed.

Documentation for completion of the project has been
submitted and accepted by the NSW Government and
includes:

e midway SmartyGrants report and progress meeting
on project (only required for projects with a value
greater than $50,000 (ex GST) in project value)

e evidence of project completion

e project deliverables uploaded for review

e acompletion report to the NSW Government
providing evidence that the funds were expended in
accordance with the objectives of the grant and in
alignment of the funded project scope as outlined in
funding agreement.

50%
50%

Council Capacity Building Funding Round: Guidelines (Updated August 2026)
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Milestone payments and reporting requirements

Milestone payments (staff hire)

There will be 2 milestone payments across each approved application that includes the hire of
new staff. The final grant value and milestone payments will be detailed in each funding
agreement that is established between the NSW Government and the successful grantee.
Indicative milestones are shown in Table 8 for projects that include staff hire.

Table 8 Indicative milestone payments for applications that include hiring staff

Milestone Description Nominal funding

percentage

1 Evidence of commencement of new staff within 90 business | 50%
days of the date of signing of the funding agreement.

2 All components of the project have been completed. 50%

Documentation for completion of the project has been
submitted and accepted by the NSW Government and
includes:
¢ midway SmartyGrants report and progress meeting
on project (only required for projects with a value
greater than $50,000 (ex GST) in project value)
e evidence of project completion
e evidence that the staff hire completed the project
deliverables
e project deliverables uploaded for review
e acompletion report to the NSW Government
providing evidence that the funds were expended in
accordance with the objectives of the grant and in
alignment with the funded project scope as outlined
in funding agreement.
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Milestone payments and reporting requirements

Reporting and monitoring

During the 120 business day delivery timeframe, successful grantees with projects higher than
$50,000 (ex GST) in project value are required to participate in a midway check in. The check
in will include:

e amidway report submitted through SmartyGrants
e anupdate on project progress and risks to timely delivery
e anopportunity for the department and grantee to ask questions and discuss feedback

e the NSW Government may request additional progress reports or meetings at any time
during project delivery. Successful applicants must make themselves available for these
requests.

The funding recipient is responsible for alerting the NSW Government of any issues or risks to
completion of the project at the first available opportunity.

An EV plugged in and charging by the kerbside in Goulburn. Photo: DCCEEW
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Terms and conditions

Terms and conditions

Use and distribution of funded project deliverables

The NSW Government may share project deliverables with other government bodies, including
state and Australian government agencies and councils.

By sighing a funding agreement, grantees agree to provide funded deliverables to the NSW
Government for distribution.

Grantee councils give the NSW Government access to upload useful resources to any
databases developed as part of this grant funding, with appropriate credit to the originating
council and the NSW Government for co-funding contributions. Successful grantees will have
the opportunity to redact any deliverables containing commercial-in-confidence information
prior to NSW Government distribution.

The NSW Government also reserves the right to develop case studies on capacity building
based on grantee projects, which may be used to support knowledge sharing and learning
across other councils.

Disclaimer

Submission of an application does not guarantee funding. The costs of preparing an
application are borne by the applicant.

How we handle your confidential information

Unless otherwise stated, any commercial-in-confidence information provided by an applicant
as part of, or in connection with, a registration, application or negotiation process will be
treated as confidential by the NSW Government. The NSW Government may disclose
commercial-in-confidence information provided by applicants to the following parties:

¢ the Minister or the Minister’s office
e the NSW Ombudsman and Audit Office of NSW

e NSW Government staff or advisers for the purpose of assessment and funding
recommendations

e where authorised or required by law to be disclosed.

The NSW Government will otherwise only disclose commercial-in-confidence information
provided by applicants with their express consent.
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Terms and conditions

How the applicant must handle confidential
iInformation

All funding offers must be kept confidential until the execution of a funding agreement by
both parties and the NSW Government makes a public announcement of the funding recipients
for the round. Any public communication by the applicant regarding the project can only be
done with the NSW Government’s prior consent. The NSW Government may withdraw its offer
if the applicant does not comply with this requirement.

Late applications

The NSW Government has the discretion to extend the closing time and date for applications.
This will be publicly communicated and applied to all applications. The NSW Government, at its
absolute discretion, may accept late applications beyond the closing time and date where the
acceptance of a late application would not compromise the fairness and integrity of the
process.

Non-delivery

If a funded project is unable to commence or is unlikely to be completed by the agreed
delivery date, the grantee may submit a variation request to seek an extension. These requests
will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. Any changes to a project, including scope, delivery
timelines or participating councils, will require an updated letter of commitment from the
relevant councils.

If the project cannot be delivered or the grantee requests withdrawal, the grantee will be
required to repay Milestone 1 funding to the NSW Government. Once repaid, the funds will be
reinstated to the council’s $80,000 allocation, for reallocation to other eligible projects.

For collaborative projects, 50% of each collaborating council contribution (Milestone 1) will be
held against its allocation until the Lead Applicant repays Milestone 1 funding, if repayment is
required. Milestone 1 funding is paid to the Lead Applicant, who must repay the NSW
Government if the project is withdrawn or not delivered.
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Terms and conditions

Advice and guidance

Applicants may seek clarifications on any aspect of this funding round of the EV kerbside
charging program by writing to kerbside.charging@dcceew.nsw.gov.au

The department will publish questions relevant to all applicants on the FAQ webpage of the
NSW Government kerbside charging grants webpage. It will notify registered applicants when

it publishes an update.

The NSW Government will not publish details of the applicant organisation that asked the
guestion.

If an applicant believes their request for clarification is confidential, they should notify the
NSW Government in the clarification request. A determination will be made by the NSW
Government as to whether the request is confidential.

Suspension and cancellation

The NSW Government may suspend or cancel the round if it believes on reasonable grounds
that:

e the round cannot continue, or be conducted, in a fair and orderly manner
e thereis achange in NSW Government policy or funding.

Any decision to suspend or cancel the round will be communicated to all applicants. The NSW
Government will seek the advice of the probity adviser in making any such decision in a fair
and objective manner, consistent with established probity guidelines.

If a round is suspended, the NSW Government will decide within a reasonable period whether
to resume or cancel it. If the NSW Government is satisfied that a suspended round can
continue and be conducted in a fair and orderly manner, the round will be continued.

If a round is cancelled and later rescheduled, the department will publish the revised
application dates on the NSW Government kerbside charging grants webpage.

Amendments to guidelines

The NSW Government reserves the right to amend these guidelines at any time, including
changes to the total funding available, funding allocations per council, milestone payments,
grant timeframes, eligible expenditure and the assessment process. This may include
redistributing funds to other eligible applicants at any time throughout the funding round.

Amended guidelines will be published on the NSW Government kerbside charging grants

website, with minor updates reflected on the program FAQ webpage and communicated to all

applicants.
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Terms and conditions

Complaints

Complaints concerning the Council Capacity Building Funding Round are to be emailed to
kerbside.charging@dcceew.nsw.gov.au

Complaints will be reviewed by the department within 30 business days.

If the complaint cannot be resolved within 30 business days, it will be escalated to a
nominated complaints and review officer from the NSW Government, who will advise the next
steps. If the complaint is still not resolved satisfactorily, the NSW Ombudsman can be
engaged for external review of the administrative actions of the NSW Government.

Conflicts of interest

The NSW Government will administer its conflict of interest procedures including requiring all
staff and advisers engaged by the NSW Government to assist in the assessment of an
application, or in the preparation of funding agreements to disclose any conflicts of interest
they may have in relation to applicants. Any staff or advisers with a conflict may be excluded
from the relevant work.

If applicants are aware of any actual, apparent or potential conflicts of interest they must
advise the NSW Government as soon as practicable. Applicants must comply with any
directions from the NSW Government in the management of a conflict of interest.

Round evaluation

The NSW Government will evaluate the round to determine the extent to which funded
activities contributed to achieving the NSW Government’s objectives. Information from
applications and projects may be used for this purpose. The NSW Government may also
interview applicants or ask applicants for more information as part of this process. The
department may contact applicants for up to 3 years after project completion to request
information for the evaluation.
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Glossary

ABN: Australian Business Number.

Allocation: The maximum amount of funding allocated to each eligible council under the EV
Kerbside Charging Council Capacity Building Funding Round.

Applicant: An eligible organisation that applies for grant funding under the Council Capacity
Building Funding Round.

Application: An application for funding from the NSW Government’s Council Capacity Building
Funding Round.

Charge port: A physical connector on the EV charger that connects to the EV’s charging cable
to provide an electrical charge to the EV battery.

Conflict of interest: A situation where a person makes a decision or exercises a power in a way
that may be, or may be perceived to be, influenced by either material personal interests
(financial or non-financial) or material personal associations.

Collaborating council: Any eligible council that has nominated part or all of its funding
allocation under the grant guidelines to a collaborative project led by the Lead Applicant.

Council: A local government as defined under the Local Government Act 1993 No 30.

Department: The department responsible for the administration of the Council Capacity
Building Funding Round, which at the time of publishing these guidelines is the Department of
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water.

Electric vehicle (EV): For the purpose of these guidelines, electric vehicle refers to battery
electric vehicle (BEV) and fuel cell electric vehicle (FCEV).

EV (electric vehicle) charger: An electrical device that supplies electricity to an electric
vehicle’s battery through ports or cables. An EV charger is referred to as an ‘EV charging unit’
within the State Environmental Planning Policy (Transport and Infrastructure) 2021. They are
also commonly called Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment (EVSE).

Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure (EVCI): For the purpose of these guidelines, electric
vehicle charging infrastructure refers to the equipment essential for charging electric
vehicles.

Eligible council: A local government as defined under the Local Government Act 1993 No 30
that has a funding allocation under this funding round and as listed on page 5 of these
guidelines.

Eligible Regional Organisation of Councils (ROC)/Joint Organisation of Councils (JO): A
government organisation able to submit collaborative grant applications under this funding
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Glossary

round on behalf of eligible councils using funding allocations from those eligible councils and
as listed on page 6 of these guidelines.

Eligibility criteria: The eligibility criteria for applications set out in these guidelines.

Funding agreement: An agreement between the department and a recipient under which grant
funding is provided to the recipient.

Grants: The department’s EV Kerbside charging grants, Council Capacity Building Funding
Round.

Grant management system (GMS): The department’s online grant portal where grant
applications, acquittal forms and variation requests are submitted and assessed. This system is
also known as SmartyGrants.

GST: Goods and services tax imposed by A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999
(Cth) as amended or varied.

GST law: A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999 (Cth) as amended or varied.

Guidelines: This current document, being the approved framework for the operation and
administration of the Council Capacity Building Funding Round which may be amended and
updated by the department.

Lead Applicant: The eligible applicant responsible for submitting and reporting on
collaborative applications, and for entering into the funding agreement with the NSW
Government.

Minister: Refers to the relevant minister that has responsibilities to implement the NSW
Electric Vehicle Strategy.

NSW: The State of New South Wales.

Project: A defined activity included in an application for funding under the NSW Government’s
Council Capacity Building Funding Round.

Public EV Charging: Electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure that is accessible to the
general public at any time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, without restrictions based on
membership, affiliation, or private ownership.

Round: The Council Capacity Building Funding Round.

Terms and conditions: The requirements set out in these guidelines that apply to applicants
and grant recipients.

You: The applicant or the applicant’s authorised representative of an organisation participating
under the grant.
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