Ground truths: Understanding farmers’ views on

carbon farming and environmental markets

Key findings

Farmers are very interested
in carbon credits, but

are unfamiliar with how
environmental markets work

e 49% of farmers expressed high
interest in carbon credits.

e Familiarity and engagement with
environmental markets is low

- Familiarity: ACCU scheme:
7% unprompted, 50% prompted

- Engagement: 93% of respondents
have not participated in any
named scheme.

e After prompting, farmers knew of
Biodiversity Conservation Trust
50%, On-Farm Carbon Advice 18%,
Primary Industries Productivity and
Abatement Program 13%.

e Thereis a knowledge gap-farmers
want to learn more, but need the
right information in the right format.

Farmers are familiar with the
practices included in carbon
farming methods

Carbon friendly practices are
widespread but are often not identified
as carbon farming. Farmers mostly
associate carbon farming only with

reforestation and revegetation. In reality,
many carbon positive land management

activities are already mainstream.
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Farmers are motivated by more
than just carbon credits

Environmental factors and co-benefits
include improved soil fertility,

water retention, drought resilience
and productivity.
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Farmers turn to trusted sources
for information

e Trusted sources include
government, universities,
agronomists and grower groups.

e Online resources are best (for under
45 year olds). These are most
effective when used to complement,
not replace, in-person events and
learning, locally relevant field days
and demonstration sites.

e |nformation must be relevant
to location, context and clearly
show benefits.

e Familiarity and engagement are
related. Farmers that had contact
with government programs or
carbon service providers had higher
awareness and interest.

e Farmers want to learn more,
but need the right information,
in the right format, to fill the
knowledge gap.
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Three farmer personas were
identified. Each require tailored
support to engage more in
carbon farming

High interest

Moderate interest

@

Strong optimism

regarding financial and
environmental or co-benefit gains.
Value streamlined administrative
processes and trusted partnerships.
Need advanced technical support, and
to learn more about carbon credits.

Balanced scepticism

and cautious optimism.
Some identify substantial
upfront costs as a barrier.
Preference for field days, case
studies with practical evidence and
credible data.

High scepticism
and distrust.
Worry about tying up land or
incurring new costs.

May rate carbon management

as unimportant.

Prefer direct, simple guidance from
local trusted sources.
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